CHAPTER V

EVELYN'S FRIENDS

THE temptation to enlarge on the qualities and
careers of the friends with whom Evelyn associated
and corresponded must be resisted. The side issues
opened by the impressive list of men and women who
sought his advice or were approached by him for
information on the many subjects which occupied his
mind, are too many, and, if pursued, would lead too
far away from the main purpose of this book.
But there are several ways of seeing a man. One way
is of course through his works or his diary, but
perhaps also as good a sight of him as any may be
obtained through his friends, not only what they
thought of him but what he thought of them. More
or less within these limits therefore some of the more
noteworthy figures of his acquaintance may give
illuminating sidelights.
The most eminent of his friends was also one of the
closest. What actually brought Jeremy Taylor and
John Evelyn together is not clear; but that a close
sympathy should have grown up between them was
very natural It was during the Commonwealth that
their intercourse ripened, Evelyn, in despair at the
persecution of the Church, eagerly welcomed the
ccexcellent preacher55 who fearlessly and with com-